
From: Ross [mailto:ross@gurney.nz]  
Sent: 15 March 2020 09:18 
To: Mike 

Subject: This news is quite minor considering   

  

 

Yes, you're quite right! 

This is a new heading banner - the logo is gone and the title has changed. 

 

The Fendalton Friendship Club, at its last meeting, which included the Annual General 

Meeting, spent some time considering the situation we were in. 

 

Despite being the longest surviving former Probus Club in the South Island, our 

membership numbers had dwindled to such a low number that we could not afford to 

carry on. 

  

  

In its 38 years existence, it has gone through several transformations.  At first a men's only club, it was a 

show piece and grew to well over 100 members.  Then in 2009, it went through a metamorphosis and 

invited women to join its ranks.  A few years later, it was among a significant number of Probus Clubs 

throughout New Zealand, that chose to separate from the Australian led Probus South Pacific Ltd, in order 

to become a New Zealand managed entity.  

 

It could well be that it has in its last years, been leading the way in New Zealand with the largest 

proportion of nonagenarians in its membership.  Nearly half of the club were aged 90 of over, with two 

being over 100!  A superb effort by all those members. 

 

Unfortunately, at the other end of the typical age range, there were very few members. 

 

The unavoidable reality, was that we had two few members to sustain the club, and as a result the meeting 

took the decisions, without dissent, to close its doors and books.  As from that date, the club no longer 

exists. 
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The Committee will meet again in order to disperse our meagre assets which according to our 

constitution must be given to another organisation with similar purposes to our own.  Our 

website also will be taken down and will no longer be a source of information to members or the 

general public. 

  

 

 

  

 

But it is not quite the end 

For all of us at the meeting, it was a sad decision, even if inevitable.  We appreciated each other's 

company and did not want to lose contact with each other. 

 

So a second decision was made - to continue with the Monthly get-together for lunch.   This 

newsletter by email will continue for the time being to let you know where the lunch meetings will 

be held.  We will also endeavour to phone those of our number who do not have a computer or 

access through family or friend to emails.    

 

 

At each lunch meeting we will decide whether to meet again and where we will meet. 

 

This time, we are going to meet (this coming Wednesday the 18th March) at 

 

                 The Link's Cafe - which is part of the Christchurch Golf Course.  

 

We will meet there at 11.45.  It is located at 45 Horseshoe Lake Road, Shirley, Christchurch 8061 

 

We've been there before and found it a great venue with attractive views out over the golf course, a 

warm and welcoming ambience and enjoyable food.  No problems with parking either, though there 

will be golfers' cars there and as result we may need to park on the road frontage. 

So if you can and would like to join us, and you have not done so yet, please let Leane know (348 2845 or 

leane@gurney.nz).  At the same time, let her know whether you would appreciate help with transport to 

get there. 
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 A memorable time ... 

We are likely to remember present events for a long time to come.   

 

The world seems to be on its knees.  Climate change is bringing greater and greater threats on every 

front, and now there is a pandemic reaching out to every corner of the globe. 

 

In Otautahi - Christchurch we are also this weekend remembering in solidarity with the Muslim Community, 

those who were so cruelly killed by a gunman a year ago. 
 

That our Friendship Club is closing, is a small issue by comparison.  But many people through the years 

have come to be a part of this Club, have participated in its meetings, and contributed to its circle of 

friendship and social activities.  
 

It is only right that we pause to remember those friends and companions who come to mind, to reflect on 

our association with them, to be thankful for how our lives were enriched by them, and to be sad that that 

has come to an end.  
 

As with all community groups, a small number of people have given a lot of time, energy and effort towards 

making the Club a good and attractive one for its members.  I cannot possibly name them.  But it would be 

remiss of me not to honour and thank them posthumously for their gift to us.  On your behalf I bow my head 

to show appreciation.  
 

I want to thank each and every one of you for your part in the Club.  You have been good friends and I 

hope that our friendship will continue one way or another.  Leane and I will look forward to seeing you here 

or there and 'catching up' on your news.  We hope you can come to our lunches while they last, and 

genuinely hope they will last, and for a good time. 

 

Farewell for now.  We hope you will travel well and escape the worst of whatever the coronavirus may 

bring. 
 

My kindest regards and very best wishes 
Ross Gurney 
 


