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THE PROBUS CLUB OF CHRISTCHURCH 
(FOUNDED 1977) 

  

NEWSLETTER Christmas 2020 
 

President’s Jottings 

 
During October many of us attempted The Journey 

of Discovery organized by Brian and Jan Hollowell, 

a total of 19 miles around local villages and the New 

Forest. Even if you did badly you still had the 

chance for a nice lunch somewhere. 1
st
 were Keith 

and Maggie Puttick with 29/30 correct answers.  

2
nd

 & 3
rd

 tied places both with 27 correct answers 

were Robin and May Haggett with Hazel Fay & 

James and Barbara Robertson.  

 

Richard Smith has also come up with a gem.  A 

„Winter’ Photo Competition. See his email flyer or 

below for details. 

 

The Christchurch Walk is a way of finding out 

about where we live in Christchurch. Please send 

your answers to robinhaggett@btinternet.com who 

devised the quiz, before the end of December. 

We have confirmation of our transferred Christmas 

Lunch booking at The Miramar Hotel to Friday 

17
th

 December 2021 10.00 am. 

 

President’s Lunch, Bentley’s Restaurant 

Thursday, 18
th
 February 2021 12.00pm. It  is  

increasingly  likely  that,  due  to  the  pandemic,  

this  event  will  be cancelled. 

 

We had a committee meeting using Zoom on 

Tuesday 1
st
 December 2020 10.00am 

As you know, since March 2020 we have not been 

able to have a club meeting, and unfortunately this 

continues to be the case. With restrictions moving 

all the time, our best estimate of a future meeting 

would be May 2021. To be reviewed in January 

2021. 

 

As you also know, in March 2021 we would usually 

hold an AGM and elect a committee for the year. As 

things stand, the AGM will have to be held 

virtually. More information will follow. The 

Secretary David Dunsmore would like to have your 

nominations for the committee for 2021/22. 

dunsmore@gmx.com 

 

Our thoughts are with the family 

and friends of Ian Arnold-

Jenkins, who passed away on 

20
th
 October this year.  

I attended the funeral on behalf 

of the club. Robin Lavies, the 

president of Probus 2, of which 

Ian was also a member, attended 

as well. There were 24 mourners at the service.  The 

service was conducted by Revd. Colin Howard. 

Also in our thoughts are with all our members and 

wives who are unwell at this time. 

 

2020 was an „annus 

horribilis‟. We can all look 

forward to 2021 with new 

hope. 

A Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New year. 

Please stay healthy and safe, 

I hope to see you soon. 

Best Wishes, 

Maurice Dowling - President 

 

mailto:robinhaggett@btinternet.com
dunsmore@gmx.com
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A last minute reminder from Richard Smith to „get 

your skates on!‟ Entries need to be with him by this 

Wednesday 16
th
 December. 

Roy Townsend is posting the photos anonymously 

on our website: www.probuschristchurch.com as 

they are received, so have a look on the website for 

the entries received so far. 

You will be able to vote for your favourite three 

photos (in 1
st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 order) via the email 

address below starting 1st January 2021 until 15th 

January 2021. 

 Remember, you can enter up to two photos per 

household taken within the  last 18 months.  Send 

your photo(s) to me at rsandac@gmail.com (as a jpg 

or pdf) to arrive no later than the 16th December 

2020. 

 

 

Christmas contributions from 

Club Members 
 

No time for the Christmas present? Here are a 

couple of memories of Christmas past… 

 

As a four-year-old on Christmas Eve, I wrote my 

letter to Father Christmas and was told to place it by 

the fireplace, as Father Christmas came down the 

chimney to read it. I looked at the chimney space 

and then came the realisation it was not possible, 

and it was just a fairy story. 

About four years later on Christmas Eve at around 

10:00pm I was in bed when “Father Christmas” 

crept in to fill the stocking at the end of the bed. In 

his hands was  a traditional leather football in a 

brown paper bag, which he promptly dropped and it 

bounced around the room. Have you ever heard 

Father Christmas swear?  David Marshall 

 

The first Christmas that I remember was in 1945, 

when I still believed in Father Christmas, and 

everything came out of  pre-war storage, and we 

saw huge folded paper  chains, real lighted wax 

candles and sugar mice decorating the tree. A proper 

Xmas stocking with an orange in the toe with 

whistles and tooting trumpets, little parcel of lead 

soldiers. The dinner was a rare chicken and we all 

sang „Away in a manger‟ and „O little town of 

Bethlehem‟, with no deep voices because all of  the 

men and uncles were still away in uniform.  I am 

sure Father Christmas put my present under the tree 

himself, but I did not actually see him. John 

Umfreville. 

 

 
 

 

A little story from Robin Haggett about the 

difficulties that Santa Claus would face in our 

politically correct world of today: 

 
It was the night before Christmas, and Santa’s a 

wreck –  

How to cope in a world that’s politically correct? 

 

His workers would no longer answer to ‘Elves’, 

‘Vertically Challenged’ they were calling themselves. 

 

Four reindeer had vanished, right out of sight, 

They’d all been set free by the Animal Rights. 

 

Health and Safety legislation had dictated that, 

When Santa climbs down chimneys, he must wear a 

hard hat. 

 

And as for gifts, Santa didn’t have a notion 

That making a choice would cause such 

commotion. 

 

Nothing offensive, nothing too shocking, 

Only EU approved toys can go into a stocking.  

 

Nothing that might be construed to pollute,  

Nothing to aim. Nothing to shoot. 

 

No chocolates or sweets – they were bad for the 

tooth, 

Sorry kids – but that’s the truth. 

 

No cricket bats or footballs – someone could get 

hurt, 

Besides, playing sport exposes kids to dirt. 

 

So Santa just stood there, dishevelled, perplexed. 

He just could not figure out what to do next. 

 

His sack was quite empty, limp to the ground, 

Nothing acceptable could possibly be found. 

 

So instead, here is his gift, 

Something that will surely give you a lift: 

  

It’s a message that is quite beyond worth, 

‘May you and your loved 

ones enjoy peace on 

earth’. 

 

http://www.probuschristchurch.com/
mailto:rsandac@gmail.com
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Our President recommends a  Boxing Day walk if 

the weather is fine… 

Steamer Point and the coastal path between 

Chewton Bunny and Mudeford Quay. 

During these two lockdowns, our normal morning 

swim at New Milton Leisure Centre has had to be 

put on hold. We have now resumed swimming, as 

all Covid tiers allow pools to be open. 

On our walks we have discovered beautiful places 

that are right on our doorstep. 

The route I am going to describe takes us from 

Chewton Way, through a public footpath, down 

along upper Gordon Road, then Gordon Road, 

across the traffic lights onto Waterford Road, where 

we eventually reach Wharncliffe Road and the 

Cliffhanger Cafe (ice cream and coffee stop), then 

down the cliff to the end of Chewton Bunny Nature 

reserve. 

 
This is where Walkford Brook finally reaches the 

sea. A Bunny is a local name of unknown origin for 

a valley, equivalent to the Dorset Chine or Glen in 

Scotland. From here a good view of the Needles can 

be seen in the distance.  

To the east is the Chewton Bunny beach, which runs 

in front of Hoburne Naish Holiday Park. It‟s not 

possible to go more than a mile along this beach due 

to the land slippage. Further east is Barton on Sea, 

Hordle Cliff and Milford on Sea.  

To the west is Highcliffe Beach which is one of the 

few beaches on the south coast which has been left 

in its natural state. Further west is Friars Cliff, Avon 

Beach and Mudeford Quay. The only people to see 

along Highcliffe Beach are dog walkers, walkers, 

families, swimmers and, at the Chewton Bunny end 

of the beach, a Windsurfing club. 

 
Walking along the beach going west towards 

Highcliffe Castle, most people smile and say a 

cheery hello, which is why Highcliffe is such a nice 

place to live. 

The coastline is quite rugged along here, with 

numerous paths along the undercliff to explore as 

well. Eventually the coast turns into a sandy beach 

and here we find the start of the famous Zig Zag 

path that leads us up to Highcliffe Castle. This has 

recently been rebuilt at a cost of £1.1 million. The 

path gives good views, along with various seating to 

get your breath back. 

 
 

 
Once at the top, walk directly north and you will 

find Highcliffe Castle. To the west, take the coastal 

path to Steamer Point, which is a LNR (Local 

Nature Reserve). Steamer Point is a 32 acre cliff top 

woodland that is situated between Highcliffe Castle 

and Friars Cliff on the Christchurch coastline. It 

comprises woodland and aquatic habitats, and 

supports a wide variety of flora and fauna. The 

Information Centre at Steamer Point provides 

extensive information regarding Christchurch's 

countryside, although it has been shut over the 

lockdown period. 
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Records show that the area was known as 'Common 

Gate' early in the 18th Century, and that by 1773 the 

area was simply referred to as the grounds of 'High 

Cliff House' (now known as Highcliffe Castle). The 

site takes its current name from the steamer boat 

that was pulled up into a gap in the cliff and wedged 

between two trees in 1830. This was arranged and 

paid for by Lord Stuart de Rothesay,  and the 

steamer boat was then used and inhabited as a sea-

lodge for many years. 

The steamer fell into disrepair around the beginning 

of the 20
th
 century. During the war, Steamer Point 

was the site of a military radar research station that 

helped to develop the radar cover of the south coast. 

Specifically, the devices developed at Steamer Point 

included radar guided anti-aircraft guns, radar 

beacons and the 'Tenset' radio telephone used by 

Viscount Montgomery during his campaign through 

Europe. The building known as site 16 was used as 

an anti-aircraft gun emplacement that incorporated a 

Lewis machine gun. Steamer Point was once under 

the demesne of Highcliffe Castle and was originally 

intended as a formal and functional woodland, with 

salt-tolerant tree species such as Holm Oak planted 

to help stabilize the cliff. Today it is managed for 

nature conservation with non-native species such as 

sycamore and rhododendron gradually removed to 

promote the growth of native species such as oak 

and hazel.  

The area has been extensively surveyed by Dorset 

Environmental Records Centre and a full species list 

has been compiled. 

 
Walking through Steamer Point, you will come 

across a picnic place with dedicated tables and 

benches to have a picnic with the added bonus of 

fabulous views towards the IOW and Christchurch. 

Carry on and you will come to two natural ponds 

which reflect the woodland surrounding them. 

At the end of Steamer Point is located the 

Information Centre. Further still takes you down a 

path to The Beach Hut Café and Friars Cliff beach 

for a well-deserved cup of tea. 

Keep on going along Avon Beach past all the beach 

huts until you come to All Things Fish, Avon Beach 

Coffee Cabin and of course The Noisy Lobster. 

Avon Beach is a must do for families visiting the 

area. 

Keep on going past the Avon Beach car park along 

Mudeford Quay, where on a good day you will find 

scores of children catching crabs. Then onto our last 

destination Haven House Inn for a well-deserved 

drink. If you have the energy, you can catch the 

Mudeford ferry across to Hengistbury Head and 

carry on walking. 

Now we go into reverse and head home. 

 

Christmas Crackers 
If crackers are off your Christmas list 

this year, have no fear, a couple of 

groan-worthy gems are here: 
Why does Santa have three gardens? 

So he can ‘ho ho ho’ 

 

Who is Santa's favorite singer? 

Elf-is Presley! 

 

And finally, some one-off gags for a Covid 

Christmas  
How do you play Dominic Cummings Monopoly? 

Ignore the rules, move anywhere on the board you like, 

and never Go To Jail. 

 

Who dresses in red and gives to the children this 

Christmas? Marcus Rashford. 

 

Why is it best to think of 2020 like a panto? 

Because eventually, it’s behind you. 

 

Thanks to all our contributors, and 

a very Merry Christmas to all our 

readers!   Ed. 


